
 

Pine-Richland Middle School 
Parental Override for Student Placement: Math Courses  

 
 

PRMS carefully assesses all students to ensure appropriate academic placement. However, some parents 
choose to override the school’s placement decision. Completion of this form will initiate this process.  

 
Agreement of Understanding 

Please read and initial each statement below:  

______ I understand the placement of my child in a course, where they do not meet 
required prerequisites, is not recommended by the school and that I choose to override this 
placement decision.  
 
______ I request that my child be placed in the desired course because:  

______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
______ I understand if my child is not successful in the desired course, a schedule change                
back to the originally recommended course will be considered based only at the start of the                
second semester.  
 
Course title recommended by PRMS _________________________________________  
 
Course title recommended by parent/student __________________________________  
 
Student Name (please print) ________________________________________________  
 
Student Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _______________  
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _______________  

TURN OVER for explanation of PRMS Math Courses  



GRADE 7 
Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra Fundamentals of Pre-Algebra extends students’ understandings of mathematics 
concepts in effort to prepare students for more abstract thinking and problem solving. Concepts include the further 
investigation of the different types of numbers, the order of operations, geometry concepts, and solving more 
complex Algebraic problems. More theoretical concepts are stressed as well, namely properties of mathematics and 
more complex formulas in geometry.  
 
Pre-Algebra - Current Pre-Algebra is a comprehensive introduction to Algebra which focuses not only on Algebraic 
concepts, but also arithmetic as well. Along with the introduction to Algebra, consisting of a strong emphasis on 
variables, equations, and inequalities, the Pre-Algebra class works extensively with different number systems, 
concepts in geometry (construction of figures, finding area, perimeter, and volume), percents, ratios and similarity, 
and data analysis.  
 
Pre-Algebra – Compacted/Extended The compacted/extended pathway courses are built from the foundation of 
our current courses with certain topics compacted (shortened or eliminated). This compaction provides our 
teachers with opportunities to extend learning opportunities for students who have demonstrated the ability to 
quickly understand complex mathematical concepts.  

Honors Algebra 1 This class is a more rigorous version of Algebra, which is offered to 7th grade students who 
successfully completed Honors Pre-Algebra in 6th grade. The pace is faster and the amount of material is greater 
than in standard Algebra. All students completing this course are required to take the end of course Keystone 
Algebra 1 Exam as mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. The Keystone Exam grade is not 
calculated into the student’s final course grade.  

GRADE 8 
Algebra I Part I Algebra I Part I is a comprehensive introduction to Algebra which focuses not only on Algebraic 
concepts, but also arithmetic as well. Along with the introduction to Algebra, consisting of a strong emphasis on 
variables, equations, and inequalities, the Algebra I Part I class works extensively with different number systems, 
concepts in geometry (construction of figures, finding area, perimeter, and volume), percents, ratios and similarity, 
and data displays.  

Algebra 1 - Current Algebra is a demanding course, which consists of a brief review of arithmetic followed by an 
intense course in reasoning of Algebraic concepts. Topics include solving equations and inequalities (as well as 
systems), graphing and solving functions (linear, absolute value, exponential, and quadratic), solving proportions, 
finding percent, and factoring polynomials. In addition, other topics are touched upon such as working with square 
roots, rational expressions, and statistics. All students completing this course are required to take the end of course 
Keystone Algebra 1 Exam as mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. The Keystone Exam grade is 
not calculated into the student’s final course grade.  

Algebra 1 – Compacted/Extended The compacted/extended pathway courses are built from the foundation of our 
current courses with certain topics compacted (shortened or eliminated). This compaction provides our teachers 
with opportunities to extend learning opportunities for students who have demonstrated the ability to quickly 
understand complex mathematical concepts.  

Honors Geometry Honors Geometry is a demanding academic course. Students are required to read the textbook 
and answer questions as well as applying the math questions daily. Concepts covered include skill drawing, 
visualizing, and following algorithms; understanding of properties, mathematical relationships and proofs; using 
geometric ideas in real situations; and representing geometric concepts with coordinates, networks, or other 
diagrams.  


